
SRC Calendar: 
Monday  
Feb. 28 

• Sens. Swecker and Pflug’s Birthday 
• Washington school administrators and directors day (Rotunda and 

3rd floor – est. attendance 300) 
• 8 am: House health care hearing on PEBB option for Health Savings 

Accounts (HB 1383 – Condotta) and exec. session on statewide 
smoking ban, HHR A 

• 10 am: Senate labor committee hearing on offshoring/outsourcing 
(SHR 4 – TVW) 

• Noon – 1 pm: SEIU rally and press conference (East Esplanade – 
est. attendance 400) 

• 1:30 pm: Senate transportation committee work session on 
statewide and Puget Sound transportation revenue proposals, SHR 
1  (TVW) 

• 1:30 pm: House local gov’t committee hearing on GMA, HHR E 
• 3:30-7:30 pm: Senate health care committee exec. session on Pay 

or Play (SB 5637 – Keiser), SHR 4 
• 6 pm: House finance committee hearing on B&O tax, HHR C (TVW) 
• 6 pm: Shellfish Growers reception (Paul and Gail Taylor’s home) 

Tuesday  
March 1 

• 8 am: House FI&I committee exec. session on med mal, HHR C 
• 8:30 am: Senate labor committee hearing including body piercing 

(SB 5913—Roach), SHR 4 
• 10 am: House ag committee hearing on creating a joint legislative 

committee on water supply during drought (HB 2166 – Newhouse), 
HHR A (TVW) 

• 11 – 2:30 pm: Assoc. Students of UW lobby Day (East Esplanade – 
est. attendance 200) 

• 1:30 pm: Senate transportation committee hearing on seatbelt 
liability (SB 5856 – Brandland), SHR 1 

• 1:30 pm: House higher ed committee hearing on community/tech 
colleges offering four-year degrees (HB 2210 – Priest), HHR C 

• 3:30 pm: Water committee hearing on water rights (SHR 4) 
• 3:30 pm: House approps committee hearing on life sciences 

discovery fund (HB 1623—Sommers) and stem cell research (HB 
1268 – Shual-Berke),  HHR A (TVW) 

Wednesday 
March 2 

• 8 am: Senate health care committee hearing on importation of 
prescription drugs from Canada (SB 6020– Kastama), SHR 4 (TVW) 

• 10 am – noon: Session/Caucus 

Thursday  
March 3 

• Sen. Benson’s Wedding Anniversary 
• American Canter Society Day (Tivoli Fountain – est. attendance 500)
• 9 am – noon: Session/Caucus 
• American Cancer Society reception (Rotunda and 3rd floor – est. 

attendance 300) 

Friday 
March 4 

• 9 am – noon: Session/Caucus 
• noon – 1:30 pm: Diversity Brown Bag Forum presented by House 

and Senate Interns (JAC ABC) 

Saturday 
March 5 

• Lincoln Day Dinners 

 

State Income Tax Plan (SJR 8211): 
 

DEMOCRATS INTRODUCE A STATE INCOME 
TAX PLAN. The Legislature may on its 
own impose a 1 percent income tax, but 
anything greater or a graduated system, 
must be put to the voters of the state. 
The current Democrat measure is an 
amendment to the Washington State 
Constitution and requires a vote of the 
people – even though Washington 
voters have rejected income tax 
proposals eight times since 1934. There 
is nothing ambiguous about this 
message. The people of Washington 
don’t want an income tax.  
 

Senate Joint Resolution 8211 amends 
the state Constitution to allow a 
graduated income tax. It would take a 
two-thirds majority of the House and 
Senate to move this measure to the 
November ballot. A simple majority vote 
of the people is required for passage. 
The eight “no” votes by the people 
against an income tax in the past have 
been: 56.6 percent; 77.8 percent; 66.9 
percent; 66.3 percent; 68.4 percent; 77 
percent; 66.8 percent and 66.2 percent. 
(This bill is in the Senate Ways & 
Means Committee.) 
 
 

SRC in the News 
 

 

On creating a 51st state: Sen. Bob 
Morton, R-Orient, said Eastern 
Washington has its own distinct culture, 
lifestyle and agriculture-driven 
economy. And he says growth 
development restrictions and other 
regulations imposed by Olympia put a 
stranglehold on his area. Sen. Bob 
McCaslin, R-Spokane Valley, said that 
there's no way to escape domination 
from the west coast without becoming a 
whole new state. “I believe from my 
heart, mind and soul that Eastern 
Washington could survive beautifully 
without Western Washington," he said. 
"And I hope Western Washington feels 
just as I do, that we'd love to be on our 
own.” (Seattle P-I, 2-22-05) 
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